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OLYMPIC VALLEY 

PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 
 

BOARD REPORT 

SUBJECT:  
Placer County LAFCO Special District 
Representative Election  

EXHIBIT: F-11, 6 Pages  

AUTHOR: Jessica Asher, Board Secretary MEETING DATE:  March 31, 2026  

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Cast the District’s vote in support of Judy Friedman, Tahoe City 
Public Utility District Director, for LAFCO Special District Representative.  
 

DISCUSSION:  The District has been notified of Placer County LAFCO's election to fill a vacancy 
for one of the regular Special District Representative (voting member) on the Commission, 
carrying a four-year term ending April 30, 2030. 

At the February Board meeting, Directors nominated Judy Friedman, a Director at Tahoe City 
Public Utility District, who has also been nominated by 10 other districts. Ms. Friedman has 
served as a LAFCO voting member since 2025 and previously served as an alternate Board 
member. Directors expressed that she is well-suited for the role and noted the value of having 
Eastern Placer County representation on the Commission. 

Each district receives one ballot and may vote for one candidate; the candidate with the highest 
vote total will assume the seat. The attached LAFCO packet includes resumes for two of the 
three candidates. The Board President will complete the Ballot and Certification, and staff will 
return it to Placer LAFCO before the May 4, 2026 deadline. 
 
FISCAL/RESOURCE IMPACTS: None 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT:  
Focus Area: Stewardship | Goal: Advocate for Community Needs 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  Election Cover Letter/Instruction, Election Ballot, and Candidate Statement of 
Qualifications (2) 
  
DATE PREPARED: March 23, 2026 
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Electronic Transmittal 

 
March 20, 2026 

 
TO:   Independent Special District Presiding Officers  
 c/o District Clerk 
FROM:  Colette Santsche, Interim Executive Officer 
SUBJECT: Ballot Distribution and Voting Instructions: Special 

District Appointment to Placer LAFCO 

Dear Presiding Officer, 

On February 10, 2026, the Placer Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCO) initiated a call for nominations to fill a vacancy 
for one of the regular Special District Representatives on the 
Commission.  The presiding officer (Board Chair/President) of each 
independent special district were invited to submit nominations for 
qualified special district board members to fill this open seat.  

At the close of the nomination period, LAFCO received a total of eleven 
(11) nominations for three (3) candidates, as summarized below:  

Judy Friedman, Director, Tahoe City Public Utility District 
Nominated by: 

• North Tahoe Fire Protection District 
• North Tahoe Public Utility District 
• Northstar Community Service District 
• Olympic Valley Public Service District 
• Penryn Fire Protection District 
• Placer Hills Fire Protection District 
• Tahoe City Public Utility District 
• Truckee Tahoe Airport District 
• Tahoe-Truckee Sanitation Agency 

 
Ross Hutchings, Director, Placer Mosquito and Vector Control 
District 
Nominated by: 

• Placer Mosquito and Vector Control District  

COMMISSIONERS 
 

Joshua Alpine 
Chair 

(Special District) 
 

Anthony DeMattei 
(County) 

 
Whitney Eklund 

Vice Chair 
(City) 

 
Judy Friedman 

(Special District) 
 

Cindy Gustafson 
(County) 

 
Sean Lomen 

(City) 
 

Susan Rohan 
(Public) 

 
ALTERNATE 

COMMISSIONERS 
 

Shanti Landon 
 (County) 

 
Cherri Spriggs 

(Public) 
 

Scott Wilson 
(Special District) 

 
Stephanie 

Youngblood 
(City) 

 
 

COUNSEL 
 

Michael Walker 
General Counsel 

 
STAFF 

 
Colette Santsche 
Interim Executive 

Officer 
 

Amanda Ross 
Acting Assistant 
Executive Officer 

 
Amy Engle 

Commission 
Clerk/Analyst 



Selection of Special District Representative 
March 20, 2026 

p l a c e r l a f c o c a . g o v   Page 2 of 2  

 
Jennifer Knisley, Director, Newcastle Rocklin Gold Hill Cemetery District 
Nominated by: 

• Newcastle Rocklin Gold Hill Cemetery District 

All three candidates are listed on the attached ballot. Also included in your packet for 
review are the statements of qualifications received by LAFCO. Please note that 
submitting a statement was optional and we have included the two that were provided.  

Voting Instructions 

• Ballot Completion: Please complete the attached ballot, clearly indicating your 
selection. 

• Authorized Signature: To be valid, ballots must be signed by the district’s 
presiding officer, or the presiding officer’s alternate as designated by the 
governing body. 

• Designation of Alternate: If an alternate has been designated by the governing 
body, please include a copy of the official meeting minutes or minute order 
documenting this designation. 

• Quorum Requirement: A minimum of 19 of the 37 independent special districts 
in Placer County must submit ballots for the election to be valid. 

• Election Outcome: The candidate receiving the highest number of votes will be 
appointed as the Special District Representative to LAFCO. 

Submission Deadline 

Please return your completed ballot via email to lafco@placer.ca.gov no later than 
Monday, May 4, 2026, at 4:00 PM. 

Thank you for your participation and commitment to ensuring that independent special 
districts remain effectively represented on the Commission. Should you have any 
questions, please contact our office at (530) 889-4097. 

Sincerely, 

 

Colette Santsche 
Interim Executive Officer  
Placer LAFCO 
 

http://www.placerlafcoca.gov/
mailto:lafco@placer.ca.gov
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Ballot: Selection of Special District 

Representation on LAFCO 
 

 
 

Name of Special District: 
 
Name of Presiding Officer:  
 
Signature of Presiding Officer:  
 
Date:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Must be received by LAFCO via email at LAFCO@placer.ca.gov no 

later than May 4, 2026 by 4pm 

Please choose one candidate: 
 Judy Friedman, Tahoe City Public Utility District 
 Ross Hutchings, Placer Mosquito and Vector Control District 
 Jennifer Knisley, Newcastle Rocklin Gold Hill Cemetery District 
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Judy Friedman 
Director, Tahoe City Public Utility District 

Candidate for Placer County LAFCO Special District Seat 
 

 
I am running for re-election to the Special Districts seat on the LAFCO Board so I can continue 
representing  yours and all the Special Districts in Placer County.    
 
I have been a full-time resident of Tahoe City, located in the unincorporated area of Placer 
County, for over 50 years.  I approach this position from the unique perspective of being an 
elected member of the of the Tahoe City Public Utility District Board of Directors, Clerk of the 
Board for the Tahoe City Cemetery District, and volunteer on the North Lake Tahoe Fire 
Protection District C.E.R.T. team. 
 
There has been tremendous growth in Placer County. LAFCO is charged with identifying ways to 
organize, simplify, and streamline government and make sure that services are provided 
efficiently and economically. That requires thoughtful and creative solutions and well-informed 
decision makers. We need to work hard to balance quality of life while meeting growing service 
challenges. 
 
I am committed to representing the Special District’s interests on the LAFCO Board, especially 
where they may differ from the county and city issues.  Many of the communities throughout 
Placer County rely on special districts to serve our unique needs.  It is essential that our 
concerns and interests be heard and addressed as LAFCO becomes more active in Placer 
County.  
 
I ask for your vote to continue serving as Special District Commissioner and appreciate the trust 
that comes with your support. 
 
 




