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CALIFORNIA SPECIAL DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION (CSDA)  
2025 BOARD ELECTIONS 

DATE: June 24, 2025 
 
TO: District Board Members 
 
FROM: Jessica Asher, Board Secretary 
 
SUBJECT: CSDA Board of Directors Election of Seat C Representative 
 
BACKGROUND: The District has been notified of CSDA’s Board Elections. Each of CSDA’s six 

networks, or geographic regions, has three seats on the Board. Each of the 
candidates is either a board member or management-level employee of a member 
district located in the District’s network. Each Regular Member (district) is entitled 
to vote for one director to represent its network. 

 

DISCUSSION: Six candidates are running for the seat and submitted information including: 

Name District Title 

Jack Arney South Placer Municipal Utility District Director 

Scott Holbrook Auburn Area Recreation & Park District Director 

Rich Lozano Consumnes Community Services Director Director 

Steve Palmer Donner Summit Public Utility District General Manager 

Nicholas Schneider Georgetown Public Utility District General Manager 

Mark Wasley Truckee Donner Recreation and Park District Director 

 

ALTERNATIVES: 1. Cast a vote for one candidate. 
 2. Do not cast a vote 
 
FISCAL/RESOURCE IMPACTS: None 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Board review the candidate statements and 

make a motion to cast a vote for one candidate. 
ATTACHMENTS: Candidate information and statements as submitted to CSDA. 
DATE PREPARED: June 9, 2025 



Jack Arney

South Placer Municipal Utility District

Board Director - Ward 5

Elected

1 year

Yes, I completed the Ethics AB 1234 Compliance Training and Sexual Harassment Prev

I have not attended any conferences or been selected to any committees yet.

No

City of Rocklin Investment Advisory Committee, FBI Citizens Engagment Committee.

Rotary District Govenor & Board Chair, Board Member Arthritis Foundation

Rocklin Chamber of Commerce Leadership Rocklin Co-Chair













 
 

2026-2028 TERM - CSDA BOARD CANDIDATE INFORMATION SHEET 
The following information MUST accompany your nomination form and Resolution/minute order:  

 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
District/Company: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Elected/Appointed/Staff: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Length of Service with District: _________________________________________________  
 
1. Do you have current involvement with CSDA (such as committees, events, 

workshops, conferences, Governance Academy, etc.):  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Have you ever been associated with any other state-wide associations (CSAC, ACWA, 

League, etc.): 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. List local government involvement (such as LAFCo, Association of Governments, 

etc.):  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. List civic organization involvement:  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

**Candidate Statement – Although it is not required, each candidate is requested to 
submit a candidate statement of no more than 300 words in length.  Any statements 

received in the CSDA office after the nomination deadlines will not be included with the 
ballot. 

 

Steven Palmer

Donner Summit Public Utility District

General Manager

Staff

3.5 years

President, CSDA Gold Country Chapter.  Attend General Manager Summit and Annual

Conference in alternating years.  Regular attendance at Legislative Days

Formerly served on the ACWA District 3 Board; current employer is not

a member of ACWA.

Placer County Newcastle-Ophir Municipal Advisory Council



Candidate Statement for Steven Palmer 

I am running for election to Sierra Network Seat B on the CSDA Board of Directors and 
respectfully request your agency's vote.  I am the General Manager of the Donner Summit 
Public Utility District at Soda Springs, and live near Auburn.  CSDA membership has been 
very valuable to the special districts where I have worked and extremely valuable to my 
staff and me in our professional development.  I have been very involved in CSDA for about 
six years, and take advantage of the educational opportunities whenever possible, 
including attending at least one conference and legislative days each year.  I want to join 
the CSDA Board so I can give back to the association and help CSDA continue to provide 
high-quality services to its member agencies. 

I also want to encourage participation by all CSDA members.  Over the past year, I have 
worked diligently to re-engage special districts in my local area and, with the help of other 
CSDA members, successfully restarted quarterly meetings of the Gold Country 
Chapter.  These meetings bring together a diverse group of special districts, including fire, 
water, wastewater, parks, recreation, cemetery, and resource conservation.  These 
connections to a variety of districts will equip me to represent all special districts within 
the Sierra Network. 

As President of the Gold Country Chapter, I strive to ensure that all special districts in our 
chapter have the opportunity to shape the agendas for our meetings and actively 
participate.  I will bring this same perspective and approach to the CSDA Board. 

 

 



Nicholas Schneider
Georgetown Divide Public Utility District

General Manager
Staff

2.5 Years

Currently serving on the CSDA Member Services and Fiscal Committees and many working groups. Certifications include completion of the Leadership

Essentials Certification, attainment of the CSDM Certified Special District General Manager and partifcipation in the 2023 General Manager's Summit.

Current involvement includes service on the ACWA Legislative Committee, Federal Affairs Committee and Agriculture Committee.

In addition to this I work on many work groups with ACWA. Activities also include CMUA Legislative Committee service.

Working in government over the past ten years has included presentation at LAFCO and representation

of Districts in front of a variety of local government associations including presentation at the recent AWCA conference.

Current civic involvement includes community service through active membership in the Rotary

Club of the Georgetown Divide, Boy Scout Club Scout Leader and past little league coaching.



 

I seek your support for this election, based on my two decades of experience in water 

management and the insights gained while interfacing with the evolving landscape of resource 

management. CSDA’s work is of vital importance to special districts and those they serve, 

offering resources while giving a collectively strengthened voice to challenges faced. Working to 

build a resilient public water system utilizing rural, small district resources, which recently 

experienced the Mosquito Fire damaging our watershed and infrastructure, has lent valuable 

perspective in meeting the evolving realities of today and identifying the needs of tomorrow.  

 

As a CSDA Board member, my working goal would be to guide the direction impacting public 

works legislation, in support of special districts. Currently, I am actively involved in legislative 

advocacy to elevate and ensure these positive outcomes. The experience has illustrated the 

challenges impacting the common interests of California’s special districts. Committee work and 

collaboration have been top priorities. I currently serve on several statewide legislative and 

regulatory task forces. These include the CSDAs Membership Service and Fiscal Committees, the 

Association of California Water Agencies' (ACWA's) State Legislative Committee, the Federal 

Affairs Committee and the Agricultural Committee, the CMUA Legislative Committee, as well as the 

State Department of Water Resources' Conservation Legislation working group. Former 

appointments include the SB 200 SAFER Water Fund Advisory Board by the California State 

Water Resource Control Board and the CSDA Legislative Committee.  

 

It would be an honor to serve on the CSDA Board of Directors, bringing my knowledge and 

experience to inform valuable recommendations tailored to the current needs. Serving 

communities and maintaining a viable, resilient public water supply has been at the center of my 

efforts, and the Board offers an opportunity to extend that mission to a statewide level. Thank you 

in advance for your consideration. 

 

 



 
 

2026-2028 TERM - CSDA BOARD CANDIDATE INFORMATION SHEET 
The following information MUST accompany your nomination form and Resolution/minute order:  

 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
District/Company: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Elected/Appointed/Staff: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Length of Service with District: _________________________________________________  
 
1. Do you have current involvement with CSDA (such as committees, events, 

workshops, conferences, Governance Academy, etc.):  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Have you ever been associated with any other state-wide associations (CSAC, ACWA, 

League, etc.): 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. List local government involvement (such as LAFCo, Association of Governments, 

etc.):  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. List civic organization involvement:  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

**Candidate Statement – Although it is not required, each candidate is requested to 
submit a candidate statement of no more than 300 words in length.  Any statements 

received in the CSDA office after the nomination deadlines will not be included with the 
ballot. 

 

Mark J. Wasley
Truckee Donner Recreation and Park District

Director of the Board or Board Member
Elected

6.5 years

3 Annual Conferences, General Manager Leadership Summit
So You Want to Be A General Manager 2024

California Society of Certified Public Accountants (CalCPA),
California Society of Municipal Finance Officers (CSMFO)

Truckee Donner Recreation and Park District - Board Member since 2018

Truckee Sanitary District - Finance and Admin Manager since 2019

Truckee AYSO - Regional Commissioner-2011-2018, Coach 2000-2004

and 2008-2020, Regional and Intermediate Referee 2008-Current



Mark J. Wasley, CSDA Board Member Candidate Statement, Sierra Network Seat B, 2026-2028  
 
I request your support in my election to the Board of Directors of California Special Districts 
Association (CSDA). As a current board member of Truckee Donner Recreation and Parks District 
as well as the Finance and Administrative Services Manager at Truckee Sanitary District, I have 
gained valuable experience in governance, budgeting, and community engagement, which I 
believe enable me to contribute successfully to CSDA’s mission. 
 
I am staunch believer that special districts provide superior and most efficient services to our 
communities. I gained much of my appreciation for special districts during my 25+ year career in 
the financing and development of master-planned communities in Folsom, Eldorado Hills and 
Truckee/North Tahoe. Working directly with special district from ‘the other side of the counter’ 
gives me a unique perspective and awareness of the direct contributions Special Districts provide.  
 
Throughout my time with the Truckee Donner Recreation and Parks District, I have worked closely 
with staff and fellow board members to improve financial strength, enhance community services, 
and ensure community service responsibility. My position at Truckee Sanitary District provides 
me with the opportunity to serve our board, our employees and our Truckee community on a daily 
basis. My experiences have deepened my understanding of the unique challenges facing special 
districts, from financial sustainability to public trust, and have reinforced my commitment to 
advocating for policies that support these vital entities. 
 
I believe that CSDA has an outstanding team of staff, current board members, and advocates. 
CSDA’s dedication to providing resources and advocacy for special districts aligns with my own 
values. I am excited about the opportunity to contribute to CSDA’s efforts in strengthening the role 
of special districts in California and nationally. I am committed to supporting policies that promote 
transparency, innovation, and long-term sustainability for special districts 
 
Thank you for considering my candidacy and I ask for your vote. Please feel free to contact me at 
mwasley@tdrpd.org. 
 
Cordially, 
Mark J. Wasley 
Board Member, Truckee Donner Recreation and Parks District 
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